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In either case, once the enemy has come on, battle
begins if the manoeuvre is ready and the concentration
effected; the advance guard is then reinforced by a
force capable of a lasting action: artillery masses.
Under the shelter provided by this first disposition,
the battle manoeuvre begins.

II. STRATEGICAL SECURITY AS APPLIED TO THE
SITUATION OF AUGUST 15TH, 1870

To the Second German Army on August 15th, 1870,
forty-eight hours were necessary, as we have seen, for
concentrating while advancing and making for the left
bank of the Moselle. How might that army have
avoided, by complying with theory, the crisis which
took place? This is what we shall now see. (See
Sketches No. 10 and 11.)

In the morning of August 14th, 1870, the retreating
French army had fully arrived under Metz: the battle
of the day would not change anything in that situation*
It would only succeed in delaying the retreat. More-
over, the main body of the French army had not been
beaten. The Germans must therefore continue to
guard themselves against it.

Direct pursuit of the French becomes impossible
from that day, the 14th, in view of the protection
provided for them #y the fortified town of Metz.

In order to attack anew, it is necessary to envisage
action on the left bank of the Moselle, and therefore,
first of all, the crossing of that river, and this in the
presence of an enemy who will still, for several days, be
able to attack on either ef the two banks.

Crossing the river is in itself an operation so risky
as to make it imperative (while putting aside for the
moment any scheme of an attack to be made later on
towards the Meuse, or towards the road, or towards
Metz) to obtain for the carrying out of such a crossing
all the security possible.

What did the Germans know of the enemy ? That
he was near Metz on the 14th. If their desire was to
complete the transference of the main forces of the Second
Army to the left bank on the 16th or so, the operation
might have involved the following dispositions,